A T NEW YORK AND WASHING TON.               5 7

In the fall of 1849 his friend Warner was surveying;
Feather River and its source, Goose Lake. While en-
gaged in that work he was murdered by Indians, and
Sherman was much shocked and grieved at the loss. It
was impossible at that time to punish his murderers, and
it was not until the next Spring that his scattered bones
were found and buried.

Sherman now became anxious to return to the East,
chiefly, it is surmised, on account of his old playmate at
Lancaster. Accordingly, he induced General Smith to send
him home with dispatches. In January, 1850, he went down
to Monterey to bid his friends there good-bye, and then took
passage on a steamer for Panama. There they crossed the
Isthmus, partly on mule-back and partly in a canoe.
Thence they made their way to New York by steamer.
Senator Gwin, Ord and A. J. Smith were members of the
party, and Sherman brought along two Spanish boys from
Monterey to put into college at Georgetown, D. C Sher-
man's party on reaching New York put up at Delmonico's
Hotel, on Bowling Green. The next day Sherman went
to General Scott's office and delivered General Smith's
dispatches, and was "ordered" (not invited) to dine with
him the next day. At the dinner General Scott enter-
tained his guests with stories of the Mexican war. Sher-
man felt deeply the fact that the country had passed
through a foreign war and that his comrades had participat-
ed in great battles, while he himself had not even heard a
hostile shot. He thought that his last chance was gone
and his career as a soldier at an end. But Scott startled
him with the prophecy that the country would soon be"
plunged into a terrific civil war.

After a few days in New York, General Scott sent him
on to Washington.   Mr. Ewing was th'en Secretary of the
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